
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

LORD, KEEP US WATCHFUL FOR OUR TRIUMPH!
Saints Triumphant Sunday

Therefore, 
  KEEP WATCH, 
   because you do not know
    the day or the hour. 
                            - Matthew 25:13



ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

November 15, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 
We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 
fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how 
we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You 
can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with 
any questions or prayer requests.

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC

† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 
to a minimum, especially when inside the building. There is tape on the floor of the 
Welcome Center to help assist you in practicing social distancing. Please feel free to 
worship from the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of 
people in the sanctuary. Please refrain from shaking hands or hugging. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, and kleenex are available in the 
Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on the west side of the 
worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the bible readings and 
hymns are available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Offering plates and friendship registers will not be distributed. Our offering can be 
placed in the slots on the top of the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. Those 
with smartphones can fill in the online connect card. 

† The children’s quiet activity bags have been removed.  However, children’s bulletins 
can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. If your children 
become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The Children’s Message 
will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited forward. Please keep 
them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Lord, keep us watchful for our triumph! Today the Church hears 
strains of the distant triumph song and affirms, “Blessed are they 
who are called to the marriage feast of the Lamb.” Jesus wants us to 
be the waiting Church - the Church that watches for her Savior and 
cries, “Come, Lord Jesus!” As we journey through these latter days, 
however, our vigilance slips, and our hearts grow drowsy because 
the bridegroom seems to be taking so long. So while we wait, the 

Church prays, “Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we may sit with 
him and all your holy angels at the marriage feast in heaven.” (Prayer of the Day)

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is white, which signifies the perfect purity and bliss 
in which the saints triumphant now live.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions on page 10 of this service folder.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word and Sacrament. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern 
Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
The service of word and sacrament proclaims the gospel through God’s Word and the Lord’s Supper.

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Forever with the Lord | CW 213
Verse 1-All;  2-Men;  3-All;  4-Women;  5-Pastors;  6-All 

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M):   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us.

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,    
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and 
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son † and 
of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.

10:30 - BAPTISM - Haley Crawford & Emma Arlene Dennee 

This means of grace 
which connects God’s 

Word with water for the 
forgiveness of sins is one 

of the ways by which 
people are “invited to the 

wedding supper of the 
Lamb” (Rev. 19:9).
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RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS
M:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
C:  ♫ O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.    CW p.28

Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love,
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;
You make us pure and holy in your sight.
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all.
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father,
You came to live with us; you made your Father known;
You washed us from our sins in your own blood.
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. ♫

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be 
delivered from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming 
of your Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast 
in heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:      Amen.
Please be seated. 

The Word

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 52:1-6
We look forward to the beauty, triumph, and freedom of the Last Day.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!
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RESPONSIVE READING - SAINTS TRIUMPHANT REMEMBERED
M:   I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;
C:  And whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  (John 11:25-26 NIV)

M: Carol Heiser ~ November 16, 2019

M: Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

C: Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  (Colossians 3:1-2 NIV) 
M: Jack Fluno ~ December 18, 2019  

M: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.
C: And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God.  (Job 19:25-26 NIV) 

M: Elaine Wittrock ~ February 15, 2020

M: I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes in him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be condemned;

C: He has crossed over from death to life.  (John 5:24 NIV) 

M: John Karl ~ April 22, 2020

M: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
C: Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness.  (2 Timothy 4:7-8 NIV) 

M: Gilbert Pecher ~ July 4, 2020

M: For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone.  If we 
live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord.

C: So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.  (Romans 14:7-8 NIV)

M: Rachel Schroeder ~ September 15, 2020  

M: Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
C: I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.  (Luke 23:42-43 NIV)

M: Donna Stensberg ~ November 9, 2020

SECOND LESSON Revelation 19:1-9
The Church will celebrate eternal triumph at the wedding supper of the Lamb.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. They are before the throne of God
C: and serve him day and night in his temple. Alleluia. (Revelation 7:15a)

Please stand.
GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13
As you wait for the coming triumph, be watchful!
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
For the time being, please keep your children in the pews.  

HYMN Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying | CW 206
Verse 1-All;  2-Pastors;  3-All 

SERMON   A Wedding Celebration Unlike Any Other

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

Notice how this hymn 
brings together themes 
and phrases from all 

three readings.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

THE THANK OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message 
of Jesus. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING  Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying  

Remain seated.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord of eternity and King of saints, all the heavens adore you. Saints and angels 

sing before you.
C: We too join them to praise your majesty.
M: You clothe us with garments of splendor. You bless us with grace and mercy in 

this life and eternal glory forever. What undeserved love you show us!
C: We thank you, Lord, that you have made us your saints.
M: Encourage us by your gracious promises. Forgive our failures to live as you desire. 

Strengthen the faith of all who are weak and wandering.
C: Give us power to live as your faithful people.
M: Your saints will triumph forever in new heavens and a new earth. The sound of 

weeping and crying will be heard no more. We anticipate with joy an eternity of 
perfect fellowship with you.

C: Be with us as we work and witness for Christ, so that many more people can 
join us before your throne.
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Special prayers and intercession

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Lord of life, the day is coming when you will come down from heaven with the 
voice of the archangel and the trumpet call of God. On that glorious day, the saints 
triumphant will rise in bright array, clothed in your perfect righteousness.

C: Give us strength until that day when we will share fully in the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Please stand.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

The Sacrament

THE PREFACE CW p. 33                                                                               
M:    The Lord be with you.                                                                                         
C:  And also with you. 
M:    Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord.
M:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!   
In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  
He protects and preserves his Church in every age and gives  
us confidence to lift up our heads and watch for Jesus with joy.  
Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  
To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.                                                                                                                                    

Notice how many of these 
words and phrases join us 

with the Church 
triumphant in heaven. 
What a reminder that 
God, in a way, opens 

heaven for us through the 
wondrous gifts of his own 

body and blood!
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C:  ♫ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. CW p. 34
The whole earth is full of your glory. 
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
 I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.

        Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. CW p.35
C:  Amen.

C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.  
Amen. ♫

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.        
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Please stand.
THANKSGIVING | p. 36

C:  ♫ Thank the Lord and sing his praise. 
Tell ev’ryone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord 
rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He renews his promises 
and leads his people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! ♫

M: Let us pray together.
C:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 

here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 
Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face 
shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give 
you peace. 

C:   Amen. 
Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN O’er the Distant Mountains Breaking| CW 220
Verse 1-Pastors; 2-Women; 3-Men; 4-All

Using the words of King David 
as the Ark of the Covenant was 

placed in the Tabernacle (1 
Chronicles 16), we thank and 
praise God for all he has done. 

He has certainly given us plenty 
of reason to rejoice!



12

TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In what ways will heaven be like a wedding? Try to think of specific details based on 
what the Bible says about heaven, whether in something you heard in today’s 
service or otherwise.

2. Looking at all of the readings for today, which blessing of heaven do you look 
forward to the most?

3. Looking at all of the readings for today, which punishment of Judgment Day are you 
most relieved to avoid?

4. There are seven “beatitudes” or blessings found in the book of Revelation. Look 
them all up, noting the unique features of blessing in each verse. Overall, who are 
these verses talking about? References are Revelation 1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7, 
22:14.

5. The book of Revelation can be daunting to read, especially without any assistance. 
But it’s still a fitting book to read as we focus on Christ’s return and his triumph over 
sin, death, and the devil. Try to tackle a chapter of Revelation each day for the next 
three weeks. If you have questions or need help understanding some of the pictures, 
the Peoples’ Bible series on Revelation is a great help. There are some available for 
rent or purchase in the Resource Center.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
Augsburg Confession

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

END TIMES STUDY BEGIN NEXT WEEK Sundays | 9:15-10:15 AM 

Because we had to cancel bible study last week, we will be finishing up our study on the 
Augsburg Confession this Sunday. We will begin our study on the End Times on Nov. 22. 
What do we actually know (or not know) about the End Times according to what the Bible 
says? Find the answer to that question, along with many others. Topics will include God’s 
Word on the Future, The Unknown Day and Hour of Jesus’ Return, The Events of 
Judgment Day, Millennialism, Dispensationalism, and more. Join us in the cafeteria 
between the worship services or via GoogleMeet (contact the office for directions).

SAINTS TRIUMPHANT TREE

On Saints Triumphant Sunday, our tradition at St. Paul’s is to remember church members 
who the Lord called home in the past twelve months. This include a memorial Christmas 
tree ornament that is on display in the Welcome Center.  These ornaments will be given 
to the person’s family after the holidays. Be sure to check out the tree. 

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP ON WEDNESDAY ONLY Nov. 25 | 4:00 & 6:30 PM

Both of our Thanksgiving worship services will be held the day before Thanksgiving Day 
- Wednesday, Nov. 25 at 4:00 & 6:30 PM. The 4:00 PM service will be mask-mandatory, 
and the 6:30 PM service will not require masks. However, this could change if there is a 
new mask mandate.

DESSERTS FOR THE THANKSGIVING MEAL

We need enough desserts to serve 400-500 people at the Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner. Your donations of bars, cookies, or other baked goods (no pies) can be brought to 
the church on or before Wednesday, Nov. 25. 
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PICK UP YOUR UNSOLD ITEMS

There are several craft items, plants, non-perishable food items that did not sell at the craft 
sale.  If you donated something, please check in the office copier room to see if any of your 
items are leftover. Thank you to everyone who donated.

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS Nov. 28 | 9:00 AM

Help us “haul out the holly” and other Christmas decorations. An outdoor nativity scene 
is a must. We would like to have everything ready for the first Sunday in Advent, so your 
help on the Saturday after Thanksgiving is greatly appreciated.

FRUIT SALE SUPPORTS NLHS

Get some Christmas shopping out of the way and support Northlands Lutheran High 
School (NLHS) at the same time. Boxes of fruit, sausage, cheese, or snacks are available 
through NLHS’s annual sale.  Orders are due by Nov. 23 and will be delivered to St. Paul’s 
on December 18. See the Ministry Table for more info.

LAST CHANCE TO ORDER A MEAL by Nov. 17 | 9 AM-4 PM

Orders for Thanksgiving dinners will be taken through Tuesday, Nov. 17. The meals are 
pick-up or delivery only. However, there is no charge for the meals. To make a 
reservation, please call 715-600-3560 by Tuesday, Nov. 17 between 9 AM - 4 PM.  Please 
share this information with others who may benefit from this event.

THANK YOU, THRIVENT

Our school recently received a gift of $19 from Thrivent Financial. These dollars we 
directed to our school by one of our church members who has an account Thrivent 
Financial.  If you have a Thrivent account, please ask about the Thrivent Choice program 
and directing Choice Dollars to St. Paul’s.

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT
Last Week’s Attendance:  119  (No Monday Service)    
From July 1, 2020 to November 6, 2020 
Actual ministry income:  $343,601
Actual cost of ministry:   $344,395         
Mortgage balance:  $1,329,437    

Thanksgiving 
 Worship
 Wednesday, 
  Nov. 25 
 4:00 & 6:30PM
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CALENDAR                      November 15-22

SUNDAY              8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

MONDAY           11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
2:30 PM Willing Workers Meeting in the Dining Room
6:30 PM Leadership Council Meeting in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM Chapel Service
5:30 PM Handbells in the balcony
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Family Room 
6:30 PM Contemporary Choir in the Balcony
6:30 PM People Close to God in the Resource Center

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom 
6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Nov. 23-25 St. Paul’s Serving at SWEPS Food Pantry
Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Worship at 4:00 & 6:30 PM
Nov. 26 Community Thanksgiving Dinner served at St. Paul’s
Nov. 28 Decorating for Christmas
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


